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Computer Science 
isn’t just a class in 
Kettle Moraine. 
It’s a new language. 
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A MESSAGE FROM 
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

INVITATION TO MEET WITH  
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ
Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call for an appointment: 262-968-6300 ext. 5305

Thank you for your continuing support.   
     Pat Deklotz, Ph.D.

The Kettle Moraine School District continues to garner attention at 
both the state and national levels. As you will learn in this issue of the  
Communicator, we are 
one of a few districts 
across our country 
who are implementing 
design thinking and 
coding as an immersive 
experience for students. 

Why is it important for 
our students to develop 
a fluency with computer 
science? Our society is 
technology rich and technology dependent. Virtually every career pathway 
involves computer science and technology in one shape or another. It has 
been estimated that by 2020 there will be one million unfilled jobs in the 
computer science area. 

However, we are not trying to turn every student into a programmer 
or systems analyst. Rather we believe that understanding technology 
and the process of design thinking will support our students as they 
develop skills that will serve them well, regardless of the career path-
way they choose. We have long heard from our business partners about 
the importance they place on skills and dispositions such as collabora-
tion, critical thinking, perseverance, and the ability to communicate in 
various forms and for various purposes. We believe that providing our 
students with opportunities to use technology as a means to demon-
strate their knowledge in all subject areas will bring relevance to their 
learning. In some cases, it will ignite a passion for deeper learning.This 
is just one more example of the commitment Kettle Moraine educators 
bring to the work we do with our students. We are firmly committed 
to the vision of Learning without Boundaries. 

We continue to recognize that our progress is due to the support we 
receive from taxpayers. As we have shared in the past, Kettle Moraine is 
a conservative district, spending less than the state average to educate 
our children, yet we perform within the top 10% of the state in student 
achievement. It is with this commitment to fiscal responsibility that 
we are encouraged by the Governor’s proposed state budget. Without 
raising taxes he is proposing increasing support for schools across our 
state. This is very welcome news that will allow us to maintain our 
commitment to excellence. 

Dr. Deklotz and the Kettle 
Moraine School District were 
recently named a “Leader to 
Learn From” by Education Week 
for innovative work that supports 
personalized learning. Learn 
more at leaders.edweek.org. 

DISTRICT   

KM TURNS 50 THIS YEAR
PLAN TO CELEBRATE WITH US THIS FALL!

  •   5K RUN FOR EDUCATION  
Saturday, August 19 - KMHS Campus / Village of Wales

  •   BASH ON THE GRASS  
Friday, September 29 - KMHS Campus

  •   HOMECOMING WEEKEND FESTIVITIES  
Friday, October 5 & Saturday, October 6 - KMHS Campus

  •   50TH ANNIVERSARY GALA 
Saturday, November 4 - The Delafield Hotel

If you are interested in helping to plan or volunteer for these 
events, please email share@kmsd.edu. More info and registration 
details for these events to come at www.kmsd.edu/50years. 

CALLING ALL  
KM ALUMNI! 

Our 50th Anniversary provides a time for us to reconnect with 
alumni - from more recent years all the way back to the first 
graduating class. We are asking all KM alumni to update us 
with your contact and career information so we can stay con-
nected in the future. We’d like to celebrate our alumni success 
and provide opportunities to engage with the school district. 

Visit www.kmsd.edu/alumni today to let us know where 
you are and what you are up to!



EXCELLENCE

SENIORS HONOR 
THEIR KINDERGARTEN 
TEACHER
Several students from Sue Blaesing’s 
Wales Elementary Kindergarten Class 
of 2005 honored her recently through 
the Kettle Moraine Education Founda-
tion’s Honor an Educator campaign.

Senior Alexa Kummrow, her  
Kindergarten classmates and a crew 
from Kummrow’s video production 
class surprised Mrs. Blaesing in her 
classroom to honor and thank her for 
touching their lives. Students shared 
how Mrs. Blaesing impacted them as 
learners and individuals. They also 
presented her with a plaque that will 
be displayed on the Honor an Educator 
wall, located on the KMHS campus. 

Following the surprise visit, Kummrow 
produced a video which included 
testimony from her Kindergarten 
classmates about Mrs. Blaesing. The 
video also encouraged other students 
to honor and thank their teachers in 
Kettle Moraine. 

To view the student video and learn 
how to honor an educator, visit  
www.kmeducationfoundation.org.

ACADEMICS
   Seniors Ethan Suhr, Grace Stippich, Chloe 
Spang and Aidan Deaven are National 
Merit® Finalists. 

   KM Perform’s literary magazine Ampersand 
Pages was ranked the #3 student-run liter-
ary magazine in Wisconsin by the National 
Council of Teachers of English.

   KM Perform students Ethan Suhr, Lauren 
Gennerman, Emily Giombi, Marian Cramer 
and Riley Haller received 2016 Scholastic 
Writing Awards.

ATHLETICS
   The KM girls and boys downhill ski teams 
competed at the state competition. The 
boys finished 2nd out of 21 teams and the 
girls finished 14th out of 22 teams. 

   KM cheerleaders placed 3rd in the non-
stunt division and 7th in the cheerdance 
category at the state competition.

   Swimmer Jeff Wiedoff competed at state in 
two events - he finished 18th in the 50 yard 
freestyle and 13th in the 100 yard butterfly.

   The KM Sailing Team was ranked #1 out of 
62 schools from WI, MN, IL, MI, OH & NY 
in the Fall 2016 season by by the Midwest 
Interscholastic Sailing Association.

   Several KMHS student athletes have com-
mitted to play college sports. 

ARTS
   Several KMHS students were named 2016 
Scholastic Art Award Winners: Jessie 
Braun, Emilio Dominguez, Nicholas Kelly, 
Sarah Kenton, McKenna Loper, Amina 
Odogba, Caroline Rosch, Cal Blachowski, 
Spenser Bower, Maria Cooley, Maddy Pro-
doehl, Ethan Suhr, Isabel Vetterman and 
Alanis Wagner. Spenser Bower was award-
ed the Bronze Medallion of Excellence. 

STAFF AWARDS
   Girls Cross Country Coach/Science 
educator Steve Lewis was named the 
Wisconsin Cross Country Coaches Asso-
ciation District 6 Coach of the Year.

   Dr. Theresa Ewald, Assistant Superinten-
dent of Teaching & Learning, received the 
CESA 1 Institute for Personalized Learning 
2016 Trailblazer Award.

   Superintendent Pat Deklotz received 
Cardinal Stritch’s Transforming Lives & 
Communities Award and is being recog-
nized by Education Week as a Leader to 
Learn From.

SERVICE
   One hundred six students and staff set 
the world record for the most people sit-
ting on one chair playing kazoos at the 
girls basketball game on Jan. 6. The event 
also raised money for Plan International, a 
group that provides education for children 
around the world.

   Kettle Moraine DECA presented a $6,000 
donation to the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation using proceeds from their fall Father 
Daughter Dance.

Upon request, the School District of Kettle Moraine is required to evaluate a child for 
eligibility for special education services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. 
When the District receives a referral, the District will appoint an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has a disability, and if the child needs 
special education services. The District locates, identifies, and evaluates all children 
with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private (including religious) schools, 
elementary schools and secondary schools located in the school district.

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who 
reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability 

has a legal duty to refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in 
which the child resides. Before referring the child, the person making the referral must 
inform the child’s parent that the referral will be made. Others, including parents, who 
reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability may also refer the child, including a 
homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. 

Referrals must be in writing and include the reason why the person believes the child is a 
child with a disability. A referral may be made by contacting Kenneth S. Kassees, Director 
of Student Services, School District of Kettle Moraine, at 262.968.6300, ext. 5341, or by 
writing him at School District Kettle Moraine, 563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI, 53183. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION NOTICE
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SCHOOLS   

Why Computer Science?
Technology is part of everything. If you drive a car, shop online, use 
a smartphone or go to the doctor, you are consuming a product of 
computer science. 

In today’s digital world, computer science is the new language of the 
21st Century. Understanding this, the Kettle Moraine School District is 
committed to preparing students to create, not just consume, technology.

Kettle Moraine’s 
Library Media Spe-
cialists are on the 
cutting edge of what 
is current in educa-
tion and our society. 
Their passion and 
commitment, and 
an opportunity gar-

nered by the League of Innovative Schools (of which Kettle Moraine is 
a member), led to the District’s partnership with Code to the Future. 
The partnership provides long-term, job-embedded professional devel-
opment that coaches teachers and immerses students in computer 
science education. 

Each week a Code to the Future coach, who students affectionately 
call “Mr. Peter,” spends time delivering lessons in computer science to 
students and teachers. They start by using a program called Scratch, 
developed by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), which 

involves dragging “blocks” of code to create interactive games, stories 
and animations. 

For example, students in Amy Behnke’s 5th grade Language Arts class 
at Magee Elementary applied their knowledge of Scratch to demonstrate 
understanding of their independent novels. They used their novel’s context 
to create a game, helping the player to understand the story and characters. 

After demonstrating proficiency with Scratch, students will learn how 
to program robots; then they’ll move on to coding in text-based lan-
guages. By 5th grade, students will have some basic knowledge of Java, 
which will enable them to develop and deliver content on the web as 
well as modify existing programs.  

Skills & Mindsets Fostered  
by Computer Science
Coding teaches a variety of skills and habits important for students 
in and outside the classroom. Problem solving, critical thinking and 
persistence are among those demonstrated as they learn to code. 

Kim Jones, Magee’s Library Media Specialist, says computer science 
supports all subject areas — from math, reading and writing, science, 
social studies, even the arts. “It teaches students to think in different 
ways, which is a skill that transfers to all areas of life,” she said.

Collaboration is also key. While some may think coders work alone, 
that is far from the case. As students presented recently about their 

“ Students need to know more  
than how to be consumers  
of technology. They need to  
know how to create it.”

 KMSD Assistant Superintendent Theresa Ewald

Last fall Kettle Moraine became the first school district 
in Wisconsin to partner with Code to the Future, a 
national organization that helped start America’s first 
elementary computer science magnet schools. After 
just a few months of the partnership, students are 
reaping the benefits and showing off their skills, eager 
to learn more. 

KM SCHOOL 
DISTRICT EXPANDS 
COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 
PROGRAMMING



90%
of parents want  
children to study  
Computer Science

40%
of schools teach  

computer 
science
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work, they shared how they look to each other for ideas and solutions 
with their coding projects. As part of the national network of Code to 
the Future schools, they are looking forward to digitally collaborating 
with students from across the U.S.

Students are also learning about how computer science is part of every 
job and industry. They cited examples from food and agriculture, health-
care, banking, even how the military uses technology and computer 
science to keep people safe. 

Superintendent Pat Deklotz explains that the skills students are learning 
are marketable for any career path they choose. “Knowledge and skills 
in computer science are tools for every student’s toolbox, not just for 
those interested in coding as a career,” she explained. “Employers in a 

variety of industries have told us they want employees who understand 
the design thinking process.”

In addition to the relevance of computer science, students enjoy and are 
motivated by the learning. According to Dousman Elementary Principal 
Jeremy Monday, there is a level of engagement in all students with 
computer science. “When I say all, I really do mean all,” he shared.

What’s Next for Computer Science in KM
While the work with Code to the Future started in grades 3, 4 and 5 
this year, next year students will start coding as early as Kindergarten. 
Additionally, the strong foundation elementary students are getting 
with coding has the District planning for expanded programming at the 
middle and high school levels. For a glimpse into some of the current 
opportunities at the middle and high school, see page 6. 

500,000 current openings: These jobs are in EVERY INDUSTRY and EVERY STATE, 
and they’re projected to grow at twice the rate of all other jobs.

Computer Science is 

Foundational
Every 21st Century child should have a 

chance to learn algorithms, how to make an 
app, or how the Internet works.

Just like they learn about photosynthesis, 
the digestive system or electricity.

WHAT IS CODING?
Simply put, coding is the process 

of developing a series of com-
mands, or instructions, to tell a 
computer what you’d like it to 
do. It’s the behind-the-scenes 

language that runs computer soft-
ware, games, apps and websites.

majority  
of schools  
do not teach 
computer science

computing jobs are the #1 source 
of new wages in the united states

Students recently showed parents and visitors their coding projects, and how they align 
to what they are learning in math and literacy. 

Students say they like coding because it is challenging and allows them the freedom to 
create many different things. 

Source: code.org



6    Kettle Moraine School District   |   www.kmsd.edu   |   A Community Publication   spring 2017

SCHOOLS   

Punctuated by the beginning of charter 
schools, Kettle Moraine has made steady 
strides to develop personalized learning 
within the school district. Most recently 
introduced on the high school campus is 
the Computer Science Pathway. Headed 
by educator Kevin Buntman, the program 
focuses on the learning of students inter-
ested in a computer science career. 

Buntman has structured this pathway 
to reflect the learning needs of students. 
“Computer Science Pathway is a com-
petency-based structure with the goal 
of eliminating time from the equation of learning,” he said. “The pathway is set up with a 
collection of topics to study within, and because it is all competency-based, it allows students 
to work at their own pace.” 

Learners choose a “path,” which includes courses like Intro to Java, Intro to Python, AP 
Computer Science Principles and Web Design. The personalized nature of the program allows 
students to take education into their own hands, choosing what they are learning and when 
they are learning it. Each day students participate in what is called a “scrum meeting”, which 
is used to set goals, get questions answered, design courses and assignments, and set up 
personalized lessons or seminars for the week. 

Santiago Moreno-Islas, a senior in the Computer Science Pathway, appreciates the personalized 
approach. “The freedom allows me to focus in on what I’m interested in and do it in the ways 
I learn best. Now whether that is by watching videos, reading a textbook, collaborating with 
other teammates (students), or being instructed by Mr. Buntman, it doesn’t matter since there 
is so much flexibility in the program.”

The program is proving itself to be a success, with students raving about the skills they are 
learning and experiences they are getting. Moreno-Islas intends to pursue a computer science 
related career so he appreciates the hands-on experience. “I’m currently working on a CISCO 
certification which is relevant to my future career. This is something I can use on my resume, 
not to mention it has taught me new skills in the cybersecurity field.”

Buntman is looking forward to making this program even more individualized in years to come 
by providing additional learning options for students in the areas of programming, hardware, 
networks, and even big data. 

In addition to the Computer Science Pathway, students can learn principles of computer sci-
ence through the high school’s newly-offered game design courses. Taught by educator Patrick 
Stinnett, students are learning basic programming skills needed to create interactive video 
games. They are studying design, animation, artistic concepts, digital imaging, multimedia 
production and game play strategies. 

As far as innovation goes, learners and creators in the Computer Science Pathway program and 
game design courses are on the forefront of what is to come. The collaborative, personalized 
nature of their learning allow students to reach outside the school’s walls and think bigger than 
the classroom. These programs are another great example of how students are finding their 
passions and owning their learning in the Kettle Moraine School District.

Walk into the Library Media Center at the 
middle or high school and you’ll likely find 
students from the KM Innovation Team, also 
known as KMIT, hard at work solving com-
puter problems or teaching their peers how 
to use different technology tools. 

KMIT is a group of students who are learn-
ing computer, technology and customer 
service skills in order to assist their peers 
in a “help desk” type of setting. Students 
are required to define, evaluate, and respond 
with the best professional approach to tech-
nology related issues. 

In addition to being problem solvers, stu-
dents at the middle school are creating 
presentations to help their peers learn how 
to utilize resources like the school’s 3D 
printer and vinyl cutter. 

KMIT students at the high school are those 
who are in the Computer Science Pathway. 
They have been assisting the KMSD Tech-
nology Services Department with computer 
repairs by fixing damaged screens, replac-
ing keys, switching out wireless network 
cards and updating software. When a help 
desk ticket comes in for a projector or pro-
methean board not working in a teacher’s 
classroom, a KMIT student helps to trouble-
shoot the problem. 

KMSD Director of Technology Services 
Bob Boyd said that the support from KMIT  
students has been extremely valuable. “KMIT 
students have expanded the capacity of our 
technology department,” he shared. “It’s a 
win-win, because the students are learning 
marketable job skills and with their help, 
we’re able to respond to problems faster.”

PERSONALIZED LEARNING PREPS 
STUDENTS FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE 
CAREERS    By Emily Giombi, KMSD Communications Department Intern

STUDENTS OFFER 
TECHNOLOGY 
HELP DESK
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The Kettle Moraine School District annually honors the accomplishments and humanitarian efforts of former 
graduates through the Laser Trailblazer Hall of Fame. The District is pleased to announce two 2017 inductees.

Nicholas Heltemes
A 2001 graduate of Kettle Moraine High School,  
Nick Heltemes is a Captain for Lake Coun-
try Fire and Rescue in Delafield. He is being 
honored in the Trailblazer Hall of Fame’s Com-
munity/Government/Military Service category. 

Captain Heltemes has received numerous 
recognitions for public service. He was 
awarded the Medal of Honor of Valor by the 
Oconomowoc Fire Department and recognized by the Lake Country Fire 
and Rescue Board for his role in saving a fellow downed firefighter’s life 
in 2012. In 2013, he participated in the treatment of a young girl involved 
in a fatal motor vehicle accident, providing life saving care until Flight 
for Life could arrive and transport her for trauma care. 

Heltemes goes further than responding to emergencies; he educates 
students as well. He is an instructor at Waukesha County Technical 
College, manages the Lake Country Fire and Rescue Training Center in 
Nashotah and teaches students in KM’s High School of Health Sciences. 

“Nick is constantly looking for fun and exciting ways to teach our stu-
dents about emergency medical services,” said High School of Health 
Sciences Director Stephen Plum. “The students really benefit from the 
place-based learning experiences he organizes for them with Lake Coun-
try Fire and Rescue. They are learning real-world skills that will serve 
them well in their future careers and everyday life.” 

Heltemes was the Waukesha County Fire Chief’s Association 2015 Fire 
Officer of the Year, and in 2016 he was recognized as Coordinator by the 
U.S. Navy for his role in the cooperation of mass casualty and terrorism 
training. He has a nursing degree from Carroll University, multiple fire 
and emergency management certifications, and is currently pursuing a 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration. 

Michael Tully 
Michael Tully, Class of 1993, is being 
honored in the Entertainment/Athletics/
Art category. He serves as the Director of 
Music Ministries at Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Lincoln, Neb., where he leads the 
worship band, adult and youth choirs and 
child care music programs.

Tully began his musical career in Mrs. 
Zupan’s 3rd grade music class at Wales Elementary, later working under 
the direction and guidance of Mr. Jaeger, Mrs. Krechel and Mr. Krofta.

After graduating from Kettle Moraine, Tully attended Arizona State 
University where he earned a Bachelor of Music Degree in Voice Perfor-
mance and a Master of Music Degree in Vocal Pedagogy.

In addition to performing, Tully has served as adjunct professor of music 
history as well as director of various college music ensembles. He earned 
his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, where he and eight other students formed an a cappella group 
and were named the top all-male singing group in the 2007 International 
Championship of Collegiate A Cappella.

Tully possesses a wide range of vocal styles including opera, oratorio, art 
song, jazz, blues, music theatre and world music. His stage experience 
includes appearances in various opera and music theatre productions in 
the United States and abroad. He has been featured as a concert solo-
ist with the Prescott Pops Orchestra, Nebraska Chamber Orchestra and 
Sacramento Philharmonic Orchestra, to name a few; and has received 
numerous awards and honors for his musical and scholarly achievements.

Mary Anne Zupan shared that throughout Michael’s life, he has dem-
onstrated a commitment to his community, one example being how 
he introduced opera into Lincoln Public Schools. “Whether serving in 
his local congregation, his college community, or in his adult life, he is 
known for his service to others,” she said. 

For information on how to nominate a  
Kettle Moraine graduate for the Trailblazer honor,  
visit www.kmsd.edu/trailblazerhalloffame.

KM SELECTS TWO ALUMNI FOR TRAILBLAZER HALL OF FAME

Trailblazer Induction Ceremony
Friday, May 19, 9:30 a.m.
KMHS West Gym
The community is invited to attend.
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THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT

School District of Kettle Moraine 
563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183 
Phone: 262-968-6300 | www.kmsd.eduCOMMUNICATOR

KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The School District of 
Kettle Moraine does not 
discriminate on the basis 
of religion, sex, race, color, 
national origin, age, ancestry, 
creed, political affiliation, 
membership in the National 
Guard, state defense force 
or any reserve component 
of the United States Military 
or state military forces, preg-
nancy, marital or parental 
status, sexual orientation or 
physical, mental, emotional, 
or learning disability or 
handicap or other basis 
prohibited under state or 
federal law.
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FACEBOOK.COM/KMDISTRICT TWITTER.COM/KMDISTRICTSTAY CONNECTED!

KMSD CALENDAR DATES  | Visit www.kmsd.edu/calendar for the complete 2016-2017 School Calendar.

SIGN-UP AT 
WWW.KMSD.EDU

2017

INSTAGRAM.COM/KMSCHOOLS

Kettle Moraine Summer Academy offers a variety of academic and 
enrichment opportunities for students of all ages. See the full brochure 
and registration instructions at www.kmsd.edu/summeracademy  
and register starting on March 20. Summer Academy will run  
June 19–July 28 and will be located at the KMHS Campus. 

 KMHS SPRING PLAY

Sense &  
Sensibility

April  
28-30

In order to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, a cost-effective 
bulk mailing service was used for this publication. However, there 
are limitations and the service cannot precisely match the Kettle 
Moraine School District boundaries without adding significant 
cost. If you do not live within the District and received this 
publication due to this limitation, we ask for your understanding.

PLEASE NOTE

Kettle Moraine Business 
Partnership Breakfast

n   Are you interested in learning about ways to connect  
with students in the Kettle Moraine School District?

n   Would you like to help cultivate interest in your industry  
and prepare students for the world of work?

Join Us!  Friday, March 31, 7:15am
Kettle Moraine High School Campus Commons

More info, RSVP at www.kmsd.edu/businessbreakfast

with the Love Monkeys
May 6 @ 18 West

Community Event for Ages 21+ to 
benefit the KM Football Program

kmsd.edu/laserbash

ATTENTION BUSINESSES

Visit laserlocker.net  
for your KM Gear!


